*    to seize for forfeiture the profits and proceeds of drug trafficking, and
"    to strengthen the cooperative Federal, State and local drug enforcement

apparatus to Increase the likelihood of law enforcement activity at  all

levels of drug trafficking.

Assessment ofJjrjjgTrafficking situation

Heroin

I think it needs to be said that the efforts of OEA have had a demonstrable
impact In protecting the American public from the dangers of drug abuse. This
success over an extended period of time 1s the result of following the U.S.
national strategy of placing first priority on heroin suppression.

Heroin availability and subsequent abuse continue at relatively low levels
compared with record high levels as recently as 1976. We accurately predicted
Increased supply and trafficking in Southwest Asian heroin, which has allowed
time for adequate planning and shifting of resources to prevent the influx from
seriously afflicting the U.S. population. We have had unprecedented
International success In penetrating drug trafficking networks and disabling
their conversion laboratories at overseas locations In Italy and the Middle East
thus preventing the converted heroin from reaching the U.S. population.

Dangerous Drugs

Abuse of legally-produced dangerous drugs is our second priority objective.
This facet of drug abuse,  although perhaps the least publicized component of our
total operations, 1s no less a vital element In our strategy.    Sixty to seventy
percent of all deaths and Injuries from-controlled substances are associated
with legally-produced drugs.    Our International efforts directed toward control
of bulk shipments of pharmaceutical material have had significant results.
Domestically, our Initiatives are targetted at controlling diversion of drugs
from legitimate handlers, particularly practitioners.   Overprescrlbing and
mlsprescrlblng are problems of diversion that are recognized by health
professionals as warranting attention.   Mobilizing the resources of the business
community 1n the area of diversion of legitimate drugs will be a major component

of a Federal strategy.

Cocaine and Cannabls

Cocaine and cannabls trafficking seem to be relentless.   Our multi-faceted
enforcement operations, such as the recently concluded Operation Tiburon III,
remove vast quantities of these drugs from the marketplace.    However, without
meaning to detract In the least from the accomplishments of this enforcement
campaign, we need to have effective controls on the Illicit cultivation of these
substances.    Control at the source is ,a pillar of the U.S. drug strategy.5                   460
